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concerned with Euler’s place in the Germanic scientific 
community and his outlook in the physical sciences with a source 
well worth consulting. 
GOTTINGEN AND NEW YORK. A film in color (43 minutes) produced 
by the Mathematical Association of America, 1966. (Rental 
from Modern Film Rentals, 2323 New Hyde Park Road, New Hyde 
Park, N.Y. 11040. Purchase from Modern Learning Aids, P.O. 
Box 302, Rochester, N.Y. 14603.) 
REVIEWED 3Y BARNABAS B. HUGHES, O.F.M. 
CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, NORTHRIDGE 
This most interesting film scans the remarkable life of 
Richard Courant, man, teacher and mathematician in his early days 
at GUttingen and his culminating years at New York University. 
Besides being a nostalgic tribute to a most influential person, 
the film offers footage of others, such as Herman Weyl and David 
Hilbert (the latter shoveling snow!). Its viewing provides a 
delightful three quarters of an hour for anyone seriously 
interested in the modern men who make mathematics. 
DEVELOPMENT OF MODERN MATHEMATICS. By J. M. Dubbey. New York 
(Crane, Russak, & Co.), 1973 [re rint of English edition: 
London (Butterworth E Co.), 1970 !i . 145 pp. $6.25. 
REVIEWED BY JUDITH V. GRABINER 
CALIFORNIA STATE COLLEGE, DOMNGUEZ HILLS 
There is a real need for a reliable history of mathematics 
that concentrates on major ideas, gives a respectable amount of 
emphasis to the modern period, and is brief enough for an under- 
graduate to read in an afternoon. J. M. Dubbey has tried to 
meet this need in the present work. The book has a number of 
virtues, but we will also have to point out deficiencies that 
make it unsuitable for its intended audience. 
Dubbey rightly states that the development of mathematics has 
not always been smooth and automatic. He correctly draws 
attention to the first half of the 19th century as a time of 
crucial change. Chiefly as a result of the development of 
non-Euclidean geometries and non-commutative algebras, mathema- 
ticians came to recognize that mathematics was not necessarily 
“about” anything in particular; it was instead the study of 
systems of axioms and their consequences. Finally, throughout 
